Introduction
Clindamycin is a lincosamide antibiotic which works primarily by inhibiting protein synthesis by binding to the 50s ribosomal subunit of bacteria. It is mainly used for the treatment of anaerobic, streptococcal, and staphylococcal infections. Capsular clindamycin administered orally is used to prevent and treat infections after dental surgery. 1, 2 The most common adverse effects associated with clindamycin are diarrhea and allergic reactions and the major disadvantage of clindamycin is its propensity to cause Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea. 3 The occurrence of esophagitis and esophageal ulcers is a quite frequent adverse reaction, which has been described in detail. 4 In contrast, laryngotracheitis is not described as a possible adverse effect in the product information of clindamycin and reports are also lacking in the medical literature. We report a case of acute laryngotracheitis which occurred immediately after accidental aspiration of the content of a clindamycin capsule. To our knowledge, no comparable cases have been published to date.
Case report
A 78-year-old previously healthy Caucasian man was prescribed capsular clindamycin 150 mg after a dental implant procedure the day before. On the day of admission, the patient ingested one clindamycin capsule with a small amount of Acute laryngotracheitis could be responsible for the dyspnea presented by patient e), although laryngoscopic confirmation was not available.
The physicochemical properties of clindamycin could contribute to clindamycininduced mucosal injury and a possible pathophysiological mechanism may be the acidic pH of 4.4 of clindamycin hydrochloride. 6 However, this hypothesis is not supported by the observation that some caustic pills -clindamycin among others -do not alter the pH when dissolved, so acidity may not explain all injuries. 4 In any case, information about the mechanism of clindamycin-induced mucosal injury is scarce in the literature and available data all concern esophageal drug-induced mucosaldamage. 7, 8 The accidental opening of clindamycin capsules during swallowing can lead to severe laryngotracheitis. Clinicians, especially when treating patients with swallowing dysfunctions, should be aware of this hazard. In this report, we described a potentially severe adverse effect of clindamycin which was insufficiently documented in the medical literature.
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